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NEW YORK 
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The Reagan administration is investigating whether the CIA station chief in 
Rome and two of his agents disobeyed presidential orders in connection wifh^ he 
investigation of the shooting of Pope John Paul II, NBC News reported Wednesday. 

The three, whom the network by law did not identify, raised the ire of 
officials in Washington because they refused to stop "descredi tinq H the 
so-called Bulgarian connection in the inquiry of the papal shooting, NBC said. 

rtehmet Ali Agca, a Turkish gunman serving a life sentence for the attemntPri 

c !!! SS ! n f! 0n 0f the P°P e « a y 1W, h« told Italian investigaSrft^t 
several Bulgarians helped him plan the attack. Bulgaria has denied any 
involvement, as has its close ally, the Soviet Union, 

Quoting an unidentified Key administration source, NBC said the thrpp maw h© 

th ^ a i le5e01) ' also ^ e ‘ Drders -atfonal LurUy 

Adviser Uilliss Clark and CIA director william Casey. y 

untU “e a5 saa- t0 the NB^repSn? 5 " 3 " ^ P “ erS ° n Sa ‘ d " Ue ' U ha¥e "° 

„ H S f n * A ^ f ° nse D 1 Amato, R-N.Y., said last month after a visit to Rome that he 
shooting t0ld ^ CIA W3S tryin9 to block an investigation into the papal 

But President Reagan said at a dinner a week later that he favored a full 

fhI eS Jr 1 p tl ° n ° f 5 he sh00tln 9> snd Secretary of State George Shultz denied that 
the CIA was seeking to discourage the probe. y 60 tnat 

fho!! B rtirt Sl V he ? 0m ! ® sent£ may hsve down played the Bulgarian connection because 
they did not want attention drawn to: 

An alleged “close working relationship- between them and an Italian labor 
leader who was arrested as a Bulgarian spy, or 

and «iian° S ftaiv U tn rrlJ 5 and ? ru 9 SIBU 9Slin9 route between Sofia, Bulgaria, 
and niian, Italy, to run CIA agents into Eastern Europe. ’ 
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The Attack on the Pope: 
New Link to Bulgarians 


By NICHOLAS GAGE 


The authorities in Western Europe - 
have information that supports testi- 
mony given to them by a Turkish assas- 
sin, Mehmet All Ages, that 'when he. 


co ntr aband goods and escorts for their 
boats out of Bulgarian waters. This in- 
formation comes trom an associate of 
. Bekir a Turkish h uprtfftc man 

tried to kill Pope John Paul U at May 4arbo Mr. Agca said a lte r ed him » 25 
». 1981. he was acting at the behest*! th», r rfl980to 


Bulgarian intelligence agents. 

The evidence, though not conclusive, 
includes Tnt p r m utinn ^ Bulgarian 
official who defected in Prance In July 
1981, 

The official, Jordan Mantarov,48 
years old, .mid French intelligence 
agents that the plot to km tbe Pope was 
devised by tbe K.G3., the Sovietinteili- 
gence agency, and by tbe Bulgarian se- 
cm service, which many Western intel- 
ligence specialists consider subservient 
m Moscow. ’ r ^ 

The plah’was tirawn upTMETWi 55£" 
riov said, because the two agencies be- 
lieved that the Popewas tbe keystone of 
,e United States -eff ort to subvert the 
.Polish Go v e rnm e n t and move it away 
from the Communist bloc. « 

Tbe Bulgarian Government has 
i called the im plicati on that Bulgarians 
i were involved in the assassination at- 
i tempt an tbe -“Pope entirely without 
foundation and 'a fabrication pm -to- 
; gether by Western intelligence agen- 
cies. Tbe Soviet -Union has repeatedly 
denied any role in tbe attack. 

-- Mr. Mantarov^s accourrt, according 
i to French intelligence sources, repre- 
f aents the first r e po n from a Bulgarian 
j defect o r who was in an official position 
Lat tbe time -of the shooting. It was un- , 
j covered during a two-month investiga- ] 
j ban by Tbe New Tort Times, in seven j 
j countries, of tbe purported assassins- ' 
^tkmploL ' ; -• - 

Coquets in Italy • 

Tbe investigation also found that Ser-i 


■ and tbe assignme 
Bulgarian security 
-had first-hand knen 
nation plot, accor 
rov’s statement tc 
"agents. *. 

^Although Mr. 
cannot be indepx 
seems clear that h 
i mp or ta nt official 
curity agency for 
Svirdlev, a forme 
garian agency whi 
now lives in West i 
given the name Di 
knew of one per 
Savov in tbe secur^ 

1960’s was in charge of counterinteHi- 
gence tor Bulgaria’s western and sooth- 
em -neighbors — 'Yugoslavia and 
GreeceT ' wi;,— .■ 

iLater, the former cokmel said, Mr. 
.Savov was sent abroad to oversee espio- 
nage operations while .serving as tbe 
oemznerci&l attach^ in a Bulgarian em- 
bassy. Be'could not remember to what 
cyuEttfy Mr. Savov was assigned. 

> Befoetioo in Reims in 1981 

aA source with pontacts in the Bulgar- 
ian Embassy in •Paris said Mr. -Manta- 
rev , who is married and has & daughter, 
was deputy commericaT attach^ from 
1979 to the summer of 1981, when be de- 
fectedwhile visiting Reims. 

is not known whether Trench intel- 
ligence officials have told the Italian 
-authorities about Mr. Mantarov*s dis- 
closures, but it appears unlikely, be- 
cause they are known to be protective of 
the -information they collect. None -of 
the Italian officials i n t e r v i e w ed, includ- 
ing tbe investigating magistrate, llano 
Martella, gave any bint that they knew 
of the new defector. 

According to tbe French sources, Mr. 


kill tbe Pope. , 

"V v- J 

* Mr. Mantarov,t3tfceBulgarian who de^ 
leered in France, was-deputy commer- 
cial attach^ at tbe Bulgarian Embassy 
in Taxis. His defeetionhas been kept so 
quiet by tbe FreochTmeroal Counter- 
espionage Service that the French have 
only recently told the United States 
Central IntelligenoeAgency about it. 

According to Trench intelligence 
sources, Mr. M antar o r- told his debrief- 
ers that be was a dLose^riend of a higb- 
xanking official in the* counterinteli)-’! 

-gtmoe division of the Bulgarian state se- 
l eiffity “agency, -the'T>urzhavna Sigur-j 
joosLTbe friend, he said, told him about 
.growing alarm 3n Communist intelii- 
vgenoe agencies that the Pope had'been 

C isen as an instrument to help disrupt 
native Poland. 

- * Mr. Mantarov identified theJfcugb- 

dcanking Bul garian official as ‘Uimiter _ ______ 

"Savoy and said he was an official of the j 'Mantarov said tbe K.G.B. became sus- 
agency’s coumerirrtelligeDce division. 

Independent intelligence sources .can- 


finned tbe existence of an official of the 
Bulgarian securitv^agency with - the 
fflame X)imiter Savov, though they said 
■they could not ^immediately confirm 
♦that be was who Mr. Mantarov said he 
•was. ■ 

.2 * ; Mr. "Mantarov said Mr. Savov told 
■him that in 1979 tbe K.G.B. concluded 
that the election of Karol Wpjtyle as 
Pope tbe year before was engineered by 
tgbigniew -Brzerinski, President - Car- 
^tear’s national security adviser, who was 


t *vuuu ujubu jer» • t w a-. a kt ^ , \ . 

gei I. AmoooT.35, amrtficUl of Balkan f J"“ 

Airlines wbomtbe Italians are betiding pose ’ xnttasaccount of the K.G3 think, 
on suspicion that he was Mr. Agca’s 
Bulgarian a ccom p lice, repeatedly coo-; 
tra dieted information be gave to the 
Italian authorities about his move - 1 
meets and contacts in Italy. 

And it found that Turkish smugglers ; 
who Mr. Agca said financed his travels 
after his escape from prison in Turkey 
in November 1979 h^d such close ties 
with tbe Bulgarian ^authorities, includ- 
ing tbe state security police, that .they 
were provided with depots to store their 


picious immediately after the election 
ot Cardinal Wojrvla as Pope in 1978 be- 
cause it coincided with growing unrest 
jm Poland over comxption.and misman- 
agement in the Polish Government. 

Tbe Eastern European intelligence 
services, especially the K.G.B. and the 
Bulgarian agency, came to believe that 
tbe election of the Pope was engineered 
by Mr. Brzerinsto to inspire tbe Poles to 
strike out against the Communist sys- 
tem, Mr. Mantarov told his debriefers. 
Be said that when un rest mounted in 
Poland and the Popevupported the aspi- 
rations of Polish workers to organize 
ism independent unions, Eastern Euro- 
pean intelligence agencies became con- 
cerned that their fears were cor re c t and 
the K.G.B. began discussions with the 
Bulgarian intelligence service on a way 
toeiizninate John Paul H. 

j Killing of Turkish Editor 
fdr, Mantarov quoted Mr. Savov as 
saying Mr. Agca was chosen as the as- 
sassin of the Pope because be was. 
known throughout tbe world as a right- 
ist after killing a liberal Turkish news- 
'eliminate” the Pope, ; paper editor, Abdi Ipektii, in 1979 and 

■frftri nrt link* trt any rmnrnimig f ffntmrry 

<Be was spirited out of a Turkish prison 


tag, was to take advantage of g rowi ng 
unrest in Poland . and break its ties to 
Moscow, lt^is not dear on whit Kacjc 
the K.GJ3. might have reached such & 
belief.'. \ 


Response to Electianof Pope 

The response to the election of Pope 
John Paul II — made by tbe Soviet au- 
thorities EDd conveyed to tbe Bulgar- 
ians, according to Mr. Mantarov»s ac- 
count — was to 
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